
BC ALLIANCE FOR ARTS + CULTURE
PRE-ELECTION CALL TO ACTION

DISCUSSION NOTES

Below are the notes compiled from the BC Alliance for Arts + Culture’s pre-election call to 
action, which took place in Vancouver on December 6, 2016. We want to thank all attendees 
again for your spirited participation, as well as your patience while we assembled these 
notes. We’re very excited to bring your input forward to the Ministers and their staff as part of 
our advocacy efforts.

If you have any suggestions or corrections for this document, please contact Taylor Basso, 
Communications Coordinator, at taylor@allianceforarts.com.

1. Why does the BC Arts Council (BCAC) need increased 
investment from the provincial government? 

We are asking the government to double the BCAC budget over the next three years 
with an immediate investment of $8.1 million – to bring the provincial funding level on 
par with the other Canadian provinces.

BC hasn’t kept pace with arts funding in other provinces. Compared to other provinces, BC 
has more artists but some of the lowest funding for the arts per capita in Canada (Hill 
Strategies Research, 2016).

BC artists receive a lower level of support from federal funders (Canada Council, Canadian 
Heritage) than artists in other provinces due to the lack of investment in the arts by the 
provincial government. 

The benefits of the arts are many – they create social cohesion; they improve the quality of 
life; they contribute to a larger common good. The arts are not an add-on – they are central 
to a healthy, vibrant community – so says UNESCO and the UN. The BC government needs 
to invest in the public recognition of the value arts and culture – by publicly 
acknowledging their contribution to society. 

The arts play a very important role in the reconciliation and healing process with Indigenous 
communities. At present, the total investment of the BCAC is $1.5 million for First 
Nations communities in BC. More funding is critical for First Nations youth and Indigenous 

100-938 Howe Street
Vancouver BC V6Z 1N9  
P 604 681 3535 | F 604 681 7848
E info@allianceforarts.com
W allianceforarts.com

http://allianceforarts.com
mailto:taylor@allianceforarts.com
http://allianceforarts.com


artists. 

There is a significant need for more equity at the BCAC: seeing the arts through a 
multicultural lens engages diverse communities, builds audiences and reinvigorates and 
reactivates the sector.

An increased investment in the arts would increase the stability and capacity of arts 
organizations and artists in BC, which would in turn, improve the health of the whole 
ecosystem. We need a holistic approach that positions the arts at the centre of the 
community. 

An increased investment in the arts would help build ties between the arts and other sectors 
– business, education, healthcare, housing, immigration, poverty – and enable arts 
organizations to leverage more money and partnerships. More investment would increase 
the economic and social impact of arts and culture in communities. There is universal 
economic development potential for the arts.

There needs to be more financial resources for professional artists many of whom are living 
below the poverty line. Artists are being paid minimum wages and many have university 
degrees. We can compare their wages to those of unskilled labourers. Why are artists, who 
contribute so much to society, living such precarious financial lives? Especially when the arts 
are a good investment - $1 invested generates $1.29 in taxes.

The arts should be accessible to everyone – not just those who can afford tickets.

Start calling it what it is: an investment rather than a handout. The arts are an industry and 
need investment just like other industries in order to flourish.

2. What are the priority areas for increased funding and how would 
additional funds be allocated?

In a 2014 province-wide consultation with BCAC clients undertaken by the BCAC, they 
discovered that there are significant gaps in BCAC funding. At that time, there were three  
areas that were identified as essential for increased funding in the arts and culture sector: 

a) An increase to the level of core operating grants. Core operating support is essential 
to leverage funding from other sources, create jobs, and contribute to the creative 
economy. More funding would result in more creative activity in BC communities and 



much needed capacity building and economic stability for existing organizations who are 
currently living year to year. There is need for organizational stability – more staff, 
affordable venues, better salaries for artists and administrators.  
 
More core funding would help alleviate poverty in the sector (artists in BC have the lowest 
wages in Canada). 
 
More money for operating clients would enable them to support more individual artists 
and collectives in their communities via collaborations and partnerships (i.e., give larger 
orgs money to re-distribute as micro-grants to individual artists & smaller companies as in 
Ontario).  

b) More support for innovation to enable more collaboration between diverse 
disciplines and cultures.  The BCAC needs the ability to work with an equity lens and 
be able to support the underserved equity-seeking communities of which there is a wide 
range. There is a real need for increased investment in diversity. 
 
Increased funding is also needed for artistic research and development – these 
models exist in other industries and are also needed in the arts and culture sector.  

c) There is a need for the BCAC to contribute more to the national and international 
touring of BC artists, which generates significant economic activity for arts 
organizations and governments.  
 
More support is also needed for touring and residencies - regionally, nationally and 
internationally. 
 
Beyond the three areas of investment above, identified in consultation with the BCAC, 
there is a need for the BCAC to invest in data collection and research about the 
impact of arts and culture in BC communities. In order for arts and culture to be 
properly recognized, we need to have the ability to measure and capture the outcomes of 
investing in the arts on communities.

3. How would an increase to the BCAC benefit BC artists and arts 
organizations?

Equitable, inclusive funding would create more diversity in the arts and culture sector thereby 
representing the more inclusive population of British Columbia. There would be more funding 
for arts and culture that are multilingual.



There would be more national and international touring of BC artists, which would make 
companies more sustainable and support the creative economy. It would also increase the 
profile of BC artists, develop cultural networks, and produce more cross cultural and inter-
generational work. 

BC companies could apply for matching funds to the federal government (Heritage) for their 
capital projects.

There would be more equitable distribution of funding across the province to encourage 
more partnerships and creative relationships within communities. Creates a better 
environment for collaboration with less focus on outcomes and less competition; more 
funding for cross-disciplinary work and innovation.

There would be more resources to invest in human capital - for training, professional 
development and paid mentorships.

Increased BCAC funding would make it possible for small, volunteer-run arts organizations in 
remote areas of the province to access funding – many of whom are currently ineligible to 
apply. 

BCAC could do more with the network of community arts councils in BC - there are more 
people practicing the arts in BC than ever before. BC artists want to do more for their 
communities but there is not enough funding. More funding for artists in rural and remote 
communities would empower local artists to improve the health and well-being of their 
community and avoid the “helicopter” effect of visiting artists doing good work and leaving. 
Could also begin to address the gap between professional and non-professional artists and 
redefine how we use the word “artist.”

More funding for individual artists will bring them out of poverty and enable them to 
collaborate with existing organizations with more resources and across disciplines. 

There would be more risk-taking – investment would encourage more innovation by larger 
companies who rely on box office revenues to help them become more relevant.

There would be more research and innovation hubs for arts and culture and more social 
innovation it the arts sector. More support for the creative process and incubation of new 
ideas.

Artists will be better advocates – they will be accountable and responsible and participate in 
finding solutions.



4. How would an increased investment in the arts benefit the people 
of BC (e.g., healthier communities, elevated global presence, job 
creation)?

Investing in the arts builds better communities
• Investing in the arts is investing in everyone – not just artists. It’s an investment in human 

beings for the benefit of human beings. 
• When you invest in the arts there is undeniable social profit: less racism, better integration 

of diversity, and happier, healthier citizens. The arts engender social inclusion and a sense 
of belonging. 

• The arts express who we are and are an essential part of our identity formation. The arts 
make us better citizens and improve our mental health. 

• Art isn't just for art’s sake - creativity is important in every job and in every aspect of our 
lives. 

• The arts are an important tool for reconciliation with Indigenous communities via 
knowledge sharing. 

• The arts give people hope and produce a healthier, more productive society.
• Artists help us see the world differently – they educate and promote democracy. 
• The arts are a green industry.
• Volunteerism is an important part of civil society (and artists volunteer their time more often 

than any other sector – disproportionately so). The volunteer sector is aging and young 
people have different values around volunteerism. 

Investing in the arts will make them accessible to everyone 
• Increased investment could allow for the reduction or disappearance of fees for arts 

galleries, theatres, dance, music, etc. which would result in more individuals participating 
in the arts 

• There would be greater understanding of the value of creativity and innovation. 
• Investment in the arts will nurture entrepreneurship and “I think I can” attitude.
• Will build more creative and more integrated communities across BC.
• Builds greater understanding of diverse communities – more so than politics. The arts are 

an investment in democracy.
• People outside of urban centres would have more access to arts and culture.
• When the arts are more accessible, there will be more audience and community 

engagement .

Cultural Tourism 
• More investment in the arts builds/strengthens the creative economy.
• More regional, national and international touring of BC artists will generate economic 

investment in BC.



Arts Education
The arts will be equally important as science and math when it comes to a good education. 
The integration of arts and science (creativity and knowledge) are equally vital for innovation. 

Innovation
• With more time for the incubation of new work, BC could become a leader in arts 

education and arts innovation sectors. 
• There would be more cross sector innovation.
• There will be more arts focused on social innovation (youth at risk, seniors with dementia).
• More sharing of best practices across different sectors of the social profit sector.
• BC will be looking towards the future – the demand for intellectual workers will grow as 

jobs decrease in the labour force via technology.
• Artists are stewarding an environment that young people want to inherit.


